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MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

If our country should not reap a rich 
and abundant harvest of improvements 
and discoveries in the field of medical 
science and its various branches, it will 
not certainly be from want of labourers 
in the vineyard: quantity, however, may 
not be, in this instance, as in some others, 
a full equivalent for quality, and we fear 
that many are idle, many work without 
steadiness or system, and many, from 
their too great desire to excel and out- 
strip their fellow labourers, leave much 
undone or badly done. 

In a former number of the Register, it 
was mentioned that there were in the 
United States, upwards of a dozen medi- 
cal schools; most of them are now in 
operation, and it might be a fair state- 
ment to say, that perhaps there are be- 
tween 1200 and 1500 students at these 
fountains, more or less anxiously imbib- 
ing that know ledge, which will hereafter 
prove of service to themselves, their 
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country, and mankind. Between 300 and 
AOO annually receive diplomas, and are 
scattered over our immense continent. 
Jt may naturally be asked, what becomes 
of them all—can they possibly all be 
duly encouraged and supported? the ne- 
gative may, we think, be fairly asserted, 
at least as regards those who commence 
their career in our large cities, and though 
many depart and seek their fortunes 
elsewhere, a large portion certainly re- 
main, who live upon the expectations the 
future affords them. The enemy against 
whom they contend in the cause of suf- 
fering humanity, not unfrequently turns 
and spends his quiver upon them. A 
few, too, after a short trial, desert their 
standard, and enlist under other colours. 
Those who sacrifice their homes, their 
friends, their every comfort, in pursuit 
of an honourable independence, deserve 
to be rewarded, and we wish them suc- 
cess, and a happy return in happier times 


to the spot of their choice. 
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To return to what we took up our pen 
to mention, the flourishing and auspicious 
state of our medical school. The number 
of students who have this year matri- 
culated, falls, we have been informed, 
little short of 500—in general, well-be- 
haved and intelligent young men: it is 
supposed that considerably upwards of 
100 will, in the spring, present them- 
selves as candidates for the degree of 
M. D.; and as a proof of their eagerness 
and anxiety to be among the first on the 
list, we add the following anecdote. 

The office of the Dean of the Faculty 
was to be open on a certain day, at (we 
believe,) 8 o’clock in the morning, and 
the young men being examined in the 
order in which their theses are handed 
in, it was expected that the door would 
be crowded at an early hour: according- 
ly, some of the most anxious were at 
their posts at midnight. As the hours 
rolled on, one by one was added, until 
by sunrise the throng was immense, and 
several who came an hour before the 
appointed time, under a full persuasion 
that they would be the first, had the 
mortification to find upwards of fifty be- 
fore them. The watchman was consi- 
derably alarmed, not knowing the cause 
of all: this untimely gathering, and fear- 
ing for the safety of the Dean; but was, 
however, at length assured they had no 
evil intentions, and though he kept his 
eye upon them, he let them remain un- 
molested. ‘There was eventually no con- 
fusion, as they, and each one, as he 
augmented the ranks, were numbered in 
due form and order. 

Even at this early period, we under- 
stand the candidates exceed 100. 
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To the Editors of the Esculapian Register. 
GENTLEMEN, 

_ For many years past, it was the prac- 
tice of the Dean of the University of 
Pennsylvania, or some other person, to 
publish the annual list of graduates, with 
the titles of their respective theses, and 
the usage has always been regarded as a 
good one. Owing to circumstances, how- 
ever, which cannot probably be well ex- 
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plained, the names of the graduates for 
1812 were never published, and conse- 
quently, references to printed records 
for information on this subject, must ne- 
cessarily be sometimes unsatisfactory.— 
The Dean of the University for that year, 
(the late Dr. Barton) was several times 
solicited to furnish a correct list, but 
never complied with the request. If the 
present Dean will be so good as to sup- 
ply this deficiency he will much oblige 

A GRADUATE OF 1812. 
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THE PLAGUE. 

In Allen’s Synopsis of Medicine, un- 
der the article Plague, he presents us 
with Diemerbrock’s prevention—viz: 

‘¢ Flight, with the fear of the Lord.” 


He also gives us a Latin distich to the 
same effect, with its translation. 
‘“ Haec tria tabificam tollunt adverbia pes- 
tem, 
Mox, longé, tardé, cede, recede, redi!’ 


‘These words prevent the plague’s infec- 
tious pain, 
Go quick, fly far, and slow return again" 
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CHRISTMAS. 


As this festival is nigh at hand, we 
think the following lines, written nearly 
a century ago, may be, with propriety, 
introduced in our last number. 


“* On the salutation of a merry Christmas 
and a happy new year. 

‘¢So merry at Christmas are some, they de- 
stroy 

Their health by disease, and by trouble their 
JOY 

At Chatatones mix wisdom with mirth, and 
ne’er fear, 

You'll secure the wish’d blessing, a happy 
new year. 


sca 


pcp The preparing an Index for the 
Register, must excuse the delay of the 
present number. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

A.D.) History of the World.| History of Medicine. ||A.D., History of the World. | History of Medicine. 

1577) - - - - {Death of Achilles, Pir-/}1589) - - - - of Jerome Capivac- 
minus Gassarius, of ci, and of Julius Ca- 
John of Gortis, of sar Aranzi. 

Reald Columbus, andjj/1590/Henry 4th, king of|Death of Julius Alex- 

Adam of Bodenstein. France. ander, of Neustain, 
1578)University of Altorf. |Birth of Adrien Spigel. of Ambrose Pare, 

Death of Antony Mi- and of John George 

zaud, and of Nicho- Trumph. 

las Manard. 1593} - - - - {Discoveries of Julius 

1579) - ~ m - {Birth of William Har- Casserius, in the or- 
vey, and of Cesar gan of hearing. —— 
Magnati —-Death of Death of Henry Bru- 
Cornelius Gemma, ceus.—Birth of Ni- 
and of Francis of colas Tulpius. 
Arce.——Bauhin ob-/1594) . - - = |Amphitheatre of anato- 
serves the valve of my at Padua.—Death 
the coecum.—Privi of Claudius Dariotte. 
lege of the Pope)|1595/First voyage of the Hol-'Birth of Frederic Spee, 
granted to the sur- landers into the In-| and of James Scul- 
geons of Paris. dies, under the com-| _tetus. Death of 

1580} - - = = |Hooping cough at mand of Houtmauu.| Anuce Foes, and of 
Kome.——Birth of Leonard Thurneys- 
Marcus Aurelius Se- ser.—History of the 
verinus, and of Clau- golden tooth. 
dius Nicolas Fabre,/1596/Birth of Rene Descar-|Cereal convulsion in 
of Peiresc.——Intro- tes. Hesse. Death of 
duction of sassafras Al. Bodin.— Prohibi- 

} into medicine.—— tion of the exercise 
Death of Francis Va- of surgery to the bar- 
leriola, and of John bers of Paris. 

Philip Ingrassias. 1597) = = - - jCreativn of the health 
' 1582\Correction of the Gre-|Cereal convulsion in service of the armies 
gorian calendar. the country of Lune- of France.—Death 
bourg Death of of Peter Foreest, and 

Andrew’ Ellinger, of of John Posthius. 
Laurence Joubert, &}1598/Edict of Nantz.—Joa-|Birth of Athanasius 
of Thomas Erastus. chim Frederic, elec-| Kircher, of Peter 

1588} - “ “ - {Birth of Thomas Ray- tor of Brandebourg.| Gassendi, of John 
nard. —Death of Henry of} Vesling, and of Hen- 

1584, . . =  « {Death of Simon Peter. Ranzou, governor of} ry Regius.——Har- 

1585). - . - |Death of Rembert Do- Schleswig. vey goes to Padua. 
doens, of John Fy-|/1599) - - = - |Death of Tagliaco- 
ens, and of John tius. —Birth of Wer- 
Crato, of Craftheim. ner Roisink. 

a - |Death of Louis Duret,/1601) -  - - + |Death of John Heur- 
and of James Au- nius.—Birth of Guy 
bert. Patin, and of Vopis- 

mene 06elhle - {Birth of Ren Moreau. cus Fortunius Plemp. 
—Petechial fever in|}1602|Dutch India Company.|Birth of Peter Severi- 
Lombardy. nus.—Death of Mar- 

1588} - - «= « {Birth of Olaus Wor- tin Ruland.—Privi- 
mius.———Death of leges of college of 
James Dalechamp, surgery of Paris, con- 
of John Wyer, and firmed by Henry 4th. 
of Valentine Wei-||1603/Academy of Lincées at/Death of Andrew Cz- 
gel.—Cereal convul- Rome. salpinus, of John Gos- 
sion in Silesia. teeus, and of Horace 

1589/Death of Dudith Ho-\Birth of Lazarus Rive} Augenius.—-Birth of 

rekowicz. rius, and of Peter of| Simon Pauli, and of 
Marchettis.-Death Kenelm Digby. 
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MEDICAL ANECDOTES. 


There was a time, when physicians were 
bound to a strict attention towards the wel- 
fare of their patients, by something besides 
the consideration of their own credit and fu- 
ture profit: for, at Dijon, in 1386, a physician 
was fined, by the bailiff, fifty golden franks, 
besides being imprisoned, for not having 
completed the cures of some persons, whose 
recovery he had undertaken. And the beau- 
tiful Austrigilda, consort to Gontran, king of 
Burgundy, bad, in the sixth century, been 
permitted by her husband, in compliance 
with her dying request, to have her two phy- 
sicians slain, and buried with her: whether 
from attachment to them, or by way of pu- 
nishment for their ill success in her case, is 
not said. 

The common jocular advice given to per- 
sons who are sick from the effects of intoxi- 
cation, the night before, ‘“‘to take a hair of 
the same dog,’ seems to be derived froma 
ridiculous mode of cure, prescribed to per- 
sons bitten hy a mad dog, ina French trea- 
tise, entitled ‘‘ La. Medicine aisée,”’ written 
by ‘‘ Le Clerc, Conseiller-medecin du Roy,” 
published at Paris, 1719. He tells us, “ Pour 
la cure de la playe, mettez dessus du poil 
du chien qui a mordu. C’est la remede de 
Paré.” 

The art of examining and curing wounds 
was, by writers of romance, allotted to prin- 
cesses, and damsels of high birth. In later 
days, Buchanan writes, that the Scots no- 
bility were remarkably dexterous in the 
chirurgical art; and he says of James IV, of 
Scotland, *‘ Quod vulnera scientissimé trac- 
taret.” 


‘¢ Are you out of sorts,”’ says the facetious 
Montaigne, ‘‘ that your physician has denied 
you the enjoyment of wine, and of your fa- 
vourite dishes? Be not uneasy; apply to me, 
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and I engage to find you one of equal credit, 
who shal! put you under a regimen per- 
fectly opposite to that settled by your own 
adviser.” 

Marville remarks, that no persons are so 
apt as physicians tu quit their profession, and 
foliow different walks of literature, and con- 
firms his observation, by producing a very 
long catalogue of men, of various nations, 
who have resigned the study of medicine, for 
that of geometry, of medals, of pvetry, and 
the like. He accounts for it ingeuiously 
enough, from the vast extent of reading, 
through which physicians must of necessity 
pass, and which is likely to set before them 
objects much more pleasing than those of 
which they are in search. 
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METEOROLOGY, DECEMBER, 1824. 
THERMOMETER. 
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Alms- House 
Hall. 


Walnut st. ith & 
Sth. Mean of 2 Th. 
out. 





Day| 7 | 3} 10 





16 | 62 
17 | 38 36 
18 | 32 33 
19 35 
20 34 
21 33 
22 , 46 
23 
24 |< 48 
25 36 
26 2} 44 
27 43 
28 39 
29 46 
30 , 
































THE END. 
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